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Henry to become superintendent July 1
    Dr. Brian Henry will become 
superintendent of the Waynesville R-VI 
School District effective July 1. The 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education 
announced the decision today, (Friday, 
Jan. 17), following an extensive search 
and interview process.  
    “The board felt unequivocally that 
Dr. Henry is the strongest candidate 
to lead our district at this time,” says 
Dr. LeRoy Fulmer, president of the 
school board.  “He is an excellent 
communicator and his extensive 
background in curriculum development 
and student achievement aligns 
perfectly with the state’s emphasis 
on higher standards and expectations. 
Student achievement is our business 
and he has kids at heart.”
    Henry, 44, currently serves as 
Waynesville’s assistant superintendent 
of instructional services and oversees 
curriculum for the district’s 6,000 
students, professional development 
for teachers, the Professional Learning 
Community (PLC) process and 
Missouri State Learning Standards. 
    “I am grateful for this opportunity 
and look forward to serving as 
superintendent of this outstanding 
district,” Henry says. “Fiscal 
stability, positive governance, quality 
teachers and the willingness to adopt 
progressive reforms to improve student 
learning are the unique advantages 
of the Waynesville R-VI School 
District. These critical attributes are 
often difficult to find and are rarely 
present in one school district. Given 
their presence, it is my personal 
goal to continue to improve student 
performance and to create the most 
highly effective school system in the 
conference and state.
    “Many challenges lie ahead for 
schools across the state of Missouri. 

Increased accountability and new 
methods of evaluating schools will 
result in higher standards for schools to 
meet,” Henry says. “I am confident that 
through the talents of our students, the 
strength of our faculty and leadership, 
and the tremendous support we receive 
from our community, we will continue 
our tradition of excellence in the 
Waynesville R-VI School District.”
    As assistant superintendent, Henry 
has led the district’s transition to 
standards-based grading in grades 
3 through 5, facilitated district 
literacy team meetings to address 
text complexity, implemented a more 
extensive use of instructional coaches, 
reorganized the district’s English as a 
Second Language Department and is 
transitioning the district to a new federal 
tiered monitoring and accountability 
process. 
    Henry, his wife, Dr. Kristina Henry, 
and their four daughters will be moving 
into the district prior to July 1.  
    “Even before I applied for the  
superintendent’s position, we had 
been preparing to sell our home 
in Camdenton and move into the 

Waynesville district,” Henry says. “We 
are excited to make Waynesville our 
home and become more involved in our 
community.”
    A native of the Kansas City, Mo., 
area, Henry played football as an 
education major at Missouri Valley 
College before earning a master’s 
degree in education from Baker 
University and a doctor of education 
from the University of Kansas in 2004. 
    He previously served the Camdenton 
R-III School District as deputy 
superintendent for three years, assistant 
superintendent for one year and as the 
high school principal for four years. 
During his 22-year career in education, 
he has also worked at Park Hill South 
High School in Riverside and Oak 
Grove Middle School in Oak Grove. A 
social studies teacher, he has also taught 
collegiate-level courses as an adjunct 
professor. 
    Henry will fill the role of 
superintendent following the 
retirement of Dr. Judene Blackburn, 
who has served as the district’s 
superintendent for the past eight years 
and for three years prior as the assistant 
superintendent of business operations. 
    “Dr. Blackburn has brought this 
district a long way and we are so 
grateful for her dynamic, forward-
thinking leadership these past eight 
years,” Fulmer says. 
    Blackburn will spend the next several 
months helping transition Henry into 
the role and providing a foundation for 
continued success.  
    “I am excited for our students, the 
district, the school board and Brian and 
his family,” Blackburn says. “Having 
worked with him these past few months, 
I am confident Brian will lead this 
district to even greater heights.”

Dr. Brian Henry



    Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once 
said, “Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is: what are you doing for 
others?” On Thursday, Jan. 16, students 
in the Waynesville R-VI School District 
could answer, “lots!”
    In celebration of their 3rd Annual 
MLK Jr. Day of Service, Waynesville 
students participated in a multitude of 
service learning and volunteer projects, 
such as making oatmeal packets for 
Snack in a Pack, homemade dog 
biscuits and toys for the Waynesville 
Animal Shelter and making homemade 
laundry soap and other items for the 
Genesis House, Good Samaritan and 
Supporting All Lives Together (SALT).
    Throughout the district, Fort Leonard 
Wood soldiers – including Maj. Gen. 
Leslie Smith – volunteered alongside 
Waynesville AmeriCorps and VISTA 
members to assist the students with 
their activities.
    “Our goal is to engage the youth and 
broaden their understanding of service,” 
says Joellyn Dean, Waynesville VISTA 
and MLK Jr. Day  of Service project 
manager. “Students don’t always 
realize the people they are helping in 
the community may possibly even be a 
student in their own class.”

Clockwise, starting at top 
right: MG Leslie Smith 
watches as students mix 
ingredients for homemade 
dog biscuits; a student and 
an AmeriCorps member braid 
a dog toy; MG Smith helps 
make homemade play dough 
by punching and kneading 
it, a student drills holes for 
a worm bin for composting, 
Dr. Kim Hawk speaks with 
middle school students about 
the importance of year-round 
service, Dr. Judene Blackburn 
and Smith visit with Jackie 
Flynt about S.A.L.T. and how it 
helps community members. 

MLK Jr. Day:
Students serve 
community

Continued on page 3



    Students at Waynesville Middle 
School went “all hands in” with their 
service projects and received some 
great advice from MG Smith, Maneuver 
Support Center of Excellence and Fort 
Leonard Wood commanding general; 
Dr. Kim Hawk, the school district’s 
community resource director; and 
Dallas Ernst, a Waynesville High 
School senior and recipient of the 
Congressional Award.
    “It is by volunteering and helping 
the community that I have had so many 
doors open up for me that I would not 
have otherwise known about. It is very 
beneficial to get to volunteer in the 
community,” Dallas Ernst shared with 
middle school students.
    A small group of Waynesville 
Middle School students spent time at 
the Waynesville Animal Shelter on 
Thursday walking dogs and learning 
how to best care for them.
    “Teaching your dog to be mild 
mannered is going to help him. Animals 
need as much love and attention as a 
three-year-old child. All they need is 
time,” said Kelley Surma, Waynesville 
animal control officer.
    Waynesville High School National 
Honor Society members spent their 
MLK Day of Service fundraising for 
the Waynesville R-VI School District 
Snack in a Pack program.  Currently, 
the Snack in a Pack program provides 
supplemental food to more than 260 
students in the school district at a cost 
of $3.33 per student per week.
    Vern Fuller, account executive for 
Radio One Inc. of St. Louis and talk 
show host of “St. Louis Presents,” was a 
guest speaker for Waynesville students. 
Fuller told students to focus on facts 
and their accomplishments.
    “One important thing is to live in 
your results, not in your story,” Fuller 
says.
    Students from elementary through 
high school were involved the day of 
service and made an impact in the local 
community.
    “We hope students are inspired and 
will continue to volunteer after such a 
great day of service to the community 
today,” Dean says. 

MLK Jr Day 
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    Waynesville Sixth Grade Student, 
Blaire Smith, is the winner of two 
local competitions in the Lions Club 
International Peace Poster Contest.
    Smith, a student at Waynesville’s 
Sixth Grade Center won the local, as 
well as the district-level art competition, 
sponsored by the Waynesville Lions 
Club. Smith’s next step will be at the 
multiple district level of competition. 
(Her artwork is above.)  
    Lions Club International is 
sponsoring the contest to emphasize 
the importance of world peace. Smith’s 
poster was among more than 450,000 
entries submitted worldwide. The 
Waynesville Lions Club selected her 
poster for its originality, artistic merit 

and portrayal of the contest theme, 
which is titled “Our World, Our Future.”  
    Smith’s poster now advances to the 
multiple district level. 
    Mrs. Faye May, the WSGC art 
instructor, was impressed by the 
creativity of the students at the WSGC. 
“It is obvious that my students have 
strong ideas about what peace means to 
them. I’m so proud that they were able 
to have the opportunity to share their 
visions.”
    The Waynesville Lions Club, as well 
as the Sixth Grade Center, is cheering 
for Smith as her poster advances in the 
competition and hope that her vision 
will ultimately be shared with others 
around the world.

Smith wins peace poster contest

The Waynesville High School Boys Varsity Basketball Team hosted senior night 
to recognize the five senior players and their families on Saturday, Jan. 11. (L-r) 
Varsity Head Coach Chris Pilz, seniors Michael Thompson, Kellieon Williams, 
Jaron Alexander, Javante Armstrong, Tim Green, and Varsity Assistant Coach Will 
Harris.



Earlier this month, Gov. Jay Nixon 
visited with Dr. Judene Blackburn, 
superintendent, and other local 
business and community leaders 
prior to announcing the state’s 
initiative to retain and enhance 
military bases in Missouri. Before 
a crowded room at St. Robert City 
Hall, Nixon announced the creation 
of the Missouri Military Partnership 
and appointed Missouri Treasurer 
Clint Zweifel to lead the partnership. 
About 60 percent of our students are 
military dependents. 

All-State 2013 First Team   
   Class 5:  Jace Hale – OL
Third Team Class 5: 
   Jacob Semple - DL

Academic All-State 
   Varon Martinez
   William Finch

Ozark Conference Academic
   James Congdon
   Matt Howell
   Jackson Haedt
   William Finch
   Varon Martinez
   Seth Hedrick
   Hunter Sadler

Front row, (l-r), 
William Finch, 
Daren Garcia, 
Varon Martinez, 
LaMar Holmes, 
Cory Duncan, 
Matt Howell, Seth 
Hedrick; second 
row (l-r), DeSean 
Migo, Matt Dillon, 
Jace Hale and 
Ronald McLean. 
(Photo by WHS 
Student Sarah 
Pfeffer)

WHS Football Awards for 2013
Ozark Conference 
First Team:
   Jace Hale - OL
   DeSean Migo - LB
   Varon Martinez - QB
 
Second Team:
   Joey Bradford - LB
   Jacob Semple - DL
 
Honorable Mention:
   Ronald McLean - RB
   Daren Garcia - OL
   Michael Thompson - REC
   LaMar Holmes - DB
   Matt Dillon - DE

All-District 
First Team:
   Varon Martinez - Ath/QB
   Ronald McLean - RB
   Michael Thompson - REC
   Jacob Semple - DL
   DeSean Migo - LB
   LaMar Holmes - DB
   Jace Hale - OL
 
Second Team:
   Daren Garcia - OL
   Jason Smith - DB
   Cory Duncan - DE
 

As part of their 
holiday celebration, 
employees in 
food services, 
maintenance and 
the administration 
building 
participated in 
an ugly sweater 
contest during their 
annual luncheon. 
The winners 
(without question!) 
were Scott Keith, 
Deanna House and 
Jennifer Johnson. 
Their boldy hand-
decorated creations 
were the best.   

    To date, the 
Waynesville R-VI 
School Board 
candidates are: 
  LeRoy Fulmer*
  Andy Anderson*
  Mike Keeling*
  Paul D. Shultz II
   * incumbent

Mr. Perrine, paraprofessional, played 
holiday music as students entered 
the building the week before break.

Students in April Deese’s 2nd 
grade class and Whitney Bell’s Music class 
at East Elementary School performed 
a Readers’ Theater called, “Goldilocks 
and the Christmas Elves.” Deese, Bell 
and Margie Rogers collaborated to put 
on the performance.  Every student had 
an important role ranging from acting 
to creating sound effects.  The students 
spent several weeks memorizing lines and 
rehearsing in preparation for the play. More 
than 40 family and friends attended the 
performance on Dec. 18.

Candidates file


